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Volpe,  The National 

Transportation Systems Center

Ç Unique agency within U.S. DOT

Ç 100% fee-for-service

Ç Operate our transportation system 
safer and more efficient, while 
increasing mobility and minimizing 
the impact on our environment.

Ç All modes of transportation

Ç All technologies and disciplines 
related to transportation

Ç Interdisciplinary team of 600 federal 
staff, 400 onsite contractors



Agenda
ÁAlternative Fuel Corridors Program 

VOverview

VResults of Initial/2016 Round

V2017 Request for Nominations

VSignage

VResources

VNortheast & West Coast

Collaborative Efforts



Benefits of 
Alternative Fuel Vehicle Technologies

ÅNational Energy Security

ÅPublic Health

ÅEconomic 
Growth/Competitiveness

ÅAffordability for Businesses and 
Consumers

ÅReliability/Resiliency



Alternative Fuel Corridors:
Benefits of National System

Å Allow for Intercity, Regional, and National Travel on 
Clean Burning Fuels 

ü Enabling all drivers to make longer trips and travel 
between cities (General Public & Business)

Å Addresses Range Anxiety

ü 'ÉÖÅÓ ÄÒÉÖÅÒÓ ȰRÁÎÇÅ #ÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÃÅȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÕÅÌÉÎÇ ÉÓ 
available along the highway

ü Overcome barrier to greater vehicle sales

Å Integration with Transportation Planning Process
ü Coordination with other Public/Private Investments

ü State Freight Plans

ü Long-range Transportation Plans

Å Outreach/Awareness
ü Accelerate public interest and awareness through 

national highway signage branding



FAST Act Section 1413:
Alternative Fuel Corridor Designation

6

ÁThe Secretary is required to designate corridors to improve 
mobility of passenger and commercial vehicles that employ 
electric vehicle charging, hydrogen, propane, and natural gas 
fueling technologies across the U.S. within one year of 
enactment (Dec. 2016):

V Identify near and long-term need for infrastructure;

V At strategic locations along major national highways; 

ÁSolicit nominations from state and local officials;

ÁIncorporate existing infrastructure (demand and location)

ÁStakeholder involvement (on a voluntary basis)

ÁNo funding authorized



Results of 1st Round
Ç 34 nomination packages received, with nominated corridors separated 

into two designation categories:

VSignage-ready ɀsufficient facilities on the corridor to warrant 

highway signage (Corridor Travel Fueling -Ready)

VSignage-pending ɀcurrently insufficient facilities on the 

corridor to warrant highway signage (Corridor Travel Fueling -
Partial/Pending )

Ç $ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÉÏÎÓȣȢ
V Include portions/segments of 55 Interstates and a few state 

roads/highways
V Comprise 35 states plus D.C.
V Cover ~85,000 miles of the National Highway System

Ç This initial phase focused on interstate highway designations (many 
state highways and roads were nominated)  

Ç $ÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ $/%ȭÓ Alternative Fuel Station Locator database
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Ȱ3ÉÇÎÁÇÅ-Readyȱ #ÒÉÔÅÒÉÁ ÆÏÒ 
2016 Initial Designations

EV

Includes 
DCFC and 

Level 2

50 miles 
between 
stations

5 miles 
from 

highway

Public 
stations 
only (no 

Tesla)

CNG

150 miles 
between 
stations

5 miles 
from 

highway

Public 
stations 

only

Fast fill, 
3,600 psi

LNG

200 miles 
between 
stations

5 miles from 
highway

Public 
stations 

only

Hydrogen

100 miles 
between 
stations

5 miles from 
highway

Public 
stations only

Propane

150 miles 
between 
stations

5 miles from 
highway

Public 
stations only

Primary 
stations 

only
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EV Corridor Map
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